
  

 

March Birthdays 
  3 Erik Elmstrand 
  7 Hendrick Harwick 
  8 Eric Maikkula 
12 Sylvia Twingstrom 
15 Bridget Sherry 
15 Emma Stamm 
15 Ken Wing 
16 Teddi Sullivan 
20 Darin Magaard 
20 Naomi Olson 
21 Mary Avre 
26 Diane Althoff 
27 Diane Solbrack 
31 Debbie Bray 

March Anniversary 
  9 Winston and JoAnn Hansen 

Please inform Denice of any additions  

or corrections. Thank you! 

ATTENDANCE 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

January 31 20 33 

February 7 9 42 

February 14 Cancelled—
cold 

31 

February 21 22 40 

LISTEN TO THE LUTHERAN HOUR  

WCCO 830AM Radio  Sundays  6:05 a.m. 
XM Satellite Radio  XM170 Family Talk 
                                    Sundays at Noon 

Internet: www.lutheranhour.org or  
                www.lutheranhour.org/AFN 

 

March 7  "A Place to Belong" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
A house is not a person—but, could a Person be a 
house, a place to belong? Dr. Michael Zeigler talks 

about finding that place, in Christ. (Mark 11: 1-26) 

 

March 14  "Widow's Mite" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Why did Jesus commend a poor widow who gave all 
her money to a corrupt institution that oppressed 
widows? Dr. Michael Zeigler takes a deeper look. 

(Mark 12: 13-34) 

 

March 21  "But He Is Strong" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

(Mark 14:10-72) 

 

March 28  (To be determined) 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler  (Mark) 

Sunday 
Offerings 

January 31—
February 26, 2021 

Envelopes + Basket 18,280.00 

Expenses 23,144.52 
incl. $6732 paid for 
remainder of 2020 

tithe to MN N District  

(+over/-under) -4864.52 

$1333.33 of each month’s general fund offering is 
sent to the MN North District for our mission pledge.  

At the January 24, 2021 Annual Voters’ Meeting, 
members voted to increase the monthly mortgage 

payment from $1433.51 to $1750.00. 

March 2021 

 

Joyful Noise 
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Joy Lutheran Church 
1155 Joy Circle  
Cambridge, Minnesota  55008 
763-689-4355 
ptl4joy@yahoo.com 
 

Website: www.joylutheran.net 
 

Church office hours: M—F  
8:15 a.m.—3:45 p.m.  
(Closed Noon—1 p.m.) 
 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Lewis 
                dan.j.lewis@gmail.com 
 651-786-9523 
 

Director of Music:  Judy Lundeen 
                                jlundeen69@gmail.com 

Please go to joylutheran.net  
for updates and to watch worship  

services online. 

LENTEN SERVICES 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
MARCH 3, 10, 17, 24 

7 p.m. 
 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

April 1  
Maundy Thursday Service  

with Holy Communion  7 p.m. 
 

April 2  
Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
(Service of Darkness)  7 p.m. 

 
April 4  

Easter Sunday Services 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 



  

 

Pastor’s Letter 

 

 
 
 

 
 

The movie The Passion of the Christ was released in theaters in 2004 on Ash 
Wednesday. I was in 8

th
 grade at the time and I remember going with my family to 

see the movie. My childhood church had rented out a theater so anyone in the  
congregation who was interested could go and see the movie together (and so our 
pastor could talk about it with us afterward). It was a memorable night for me, not 
just because it was the first (and only) time I remember my childhood church  
renting out a movie theater, but because it was also the first R rated movie I had 
seen in theaters. 
   
If you have ever seen The Passion of the Christ, you know it is disturbing. The 
movie is graphic and bloody. You see Jesus beaten. You see him flogged. You see 
him crucified. And each and every part of His passion (a word derived from the  
Latin word pati, which means “suffer”) is vividly portrayed and focused on by the 
cameras. For some, the realistic portrayal of Jesus’ crucifixion made it an instant 
classic. For others, the violence and blood seemed excessive. I’ll leave it up to you 
to decide on which end of the spectrum you think The Passion falls. Speaking  
personally, I remember it being extremely hard to watch (it is not for the faint of 
heart) but, at the same time, it made a lasting impact. That evening I think I fully 
grasped for the first time just how much Jesus suffered for me. 
  
As we journey through Lent, we are heading towards the cross and Jesus’ passion 
there. During the season of Lent we intentionally stop and think about our sins so 
that, by the time we reach Good Friday, we are fully aware that Jesus is dying the 
death we rightfully deserve. One of the reasons I think it can be hard to watch The 
Passion is because as Christians we know that Jesus didn’t deserve to suffer and 
die—but we do. We see Jesus flogged and we know that we are the ones who  
deserve to bear that punishment. We see Jesus crucified and we know that we are 
the ones who deserve to die. We hear Jesus cry out, “My God, My God, why have 
You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46) and we know that we are the ones who  
deserve to be separated from God. The truth of the matter is that Jesus was only  
taking our place. This is a hard and disturbing realization. But, as we ponder Jesus’ 
holy passion and realize the full cost of our sin, we also get to behold God’s love. 
God loves us so much He would rather take our place than see us suffer; He would 
rather die so we might live. It can be hard and unsettling to consider what Jesus 
suffered in our place, but it is here, at the cross, where we also discover the full-
ness of God’s love.  
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FEBUARY 2021 WOMEN OF JOY MEETING MINUTES 
February 9th at 9:30 a.m. 

Joy Lutheran Church Basement 
 

Present: Gerri Westerberg. Diane Althoff, Gretchen Beecroft, Elaine Belsheim, Sara Elmstrand 
 
Elaine led the Bible study, “Live a Sparkling Life” from the Winter LWML Quarterly. 
 
Sara opened the business meeting. 
The secretary’s minutes were approved as read. 
The treasurer’s report showed a balance of $889.47. Mites and offering from the last meeting were deposited.  
Mission support for the first quarter was sent to support the Reecks and the Heineys.  
The kitchen fund has a balance of $1288. 
 
Old Business: 
Sara was able to attend the Spring Rally planning meeting. Two participants were in person in Rush City and 
five participated using Zoom. Tentative plan: 
Rally will be held on Saturday, April 24, at 9 a.m. People may attend in person or via Zoom. 
Theme will be “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”.  
Bible Study Leader will be Pastor Renstrom. 
We will need to elect Zone President and Zone Secretary. Ladies from Rush City are the Nominating  
Committee. 
Ingathering: Food Shelf collection—Each society can collect and deliver to their local food shelf. 
 
New Business: 
The international LWML Convention is still being planned as of now. It will be in Lexington, Kentucky on  
June 24-27, 2021. The ingathering is items for pregnancy resource centers. 
 
We decided to collect nonperishable food items and monetary donations for the Isanti County Food Shelf 
during Lent. Any money collected will be sent before the end of March because they usually can get some 
matching funds for money collected during March. We will ask the congregation to participate with us. 
We will collect items for the Cambridge Pregnancy Resource Center after Easter to participate in the  
convention ingathering. 
 
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer and offerings for MITES and the Women of Joy general fund. 
 
Thank you to Elaine for leading Bible study. 
 
Next Meeting: March 9, 2021 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sara Elmstrand, Secretary Pro Tem 


