
  

 

March Birthdays 
  3 Erik Elmstrand 
  3 Isaiah Keilty 
  7 Hendrick Harwick 
  7 Sarah Kielty 
  8 Eric Maikkula 
10 Brayden Berg 
12 Sylvia Twingstrom 
15 Bridget Sherry 
15 Emma Stamm 
15 Ken Wing 
16 Teddi Sullivan 
20 Darin Magaard 
20 Naomi Olson 
21 Mary Avre 
23 Tia Keilty 
26 Diane Althoff 
27 Serenity Kielty 
27 Diane Solbrack 
31 Debbie Bray 

March Anniversary 
9 Winston and JoAnn Hansen 

Please inform Denice of any additions  

or corrections. Thank you! 

ATTENDANCE 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. Total 

January 26 27 65 92 

February 2 27 71 98 

February 9 100 One 9 a.m. service 

February 16 22 78 100 

February 23 24 72 96 

LISTEN TO THE LUTHERAN HOUR  

WCCO 830AM Radio  Sundays  6:05 a.m. 
XM Satellite Radio  XM170 Family Talk 
                                    Sundays at Noon 

Internet: www.lutheranhour.org or  
                www.lutheranhour.org/AFN 

 

March 1  "Singled-Out but Not Alone" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Something needs to be done and it falls to you to 
do it. You might feel alone-but you're not alone. 
(Exodus 3-4) 
 
March 8  "Upon Further Review" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
God's forgiving love for us in Christ cancels the 
continuous playback of our regrets.  (Exodus 5) 
 
March 15  "Gracious Confiscation" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler  (Exodus 7-8) 
 
March 22  "They Bloom Later" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler  (Exodus 9) 
 
March 29 "Reckless, Raging Fury" 
Guest Speaker: Pastor Ryan Tinetti  (Exodus 10) 

Sunday 
Offerings 

January February 

Envelopes + Basket 16,267.86 17,107.83 

Expenses 17,218.01 17,088.26 

(+over/-under) - 950.15 +19.57 

$1333.33 of each month’s general fund offering is 
sent to the MN North District for our mission pledge.  

March 2020 

 

Joyful Noise 
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Joy Lutheran Church 
1155 Joy Circle  
Cambridge, Minnesota  55008 
763-689-4355 
ptl4joy@yahoo.com 
 

Website: www.joylutheran.net 
 

Church office hours: M—F  
8 a.m. - Noon & 1 – 4 p.m. 
 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Lewis 
                dan.j.lewis@gmail.com 
 651-786-9523 
 

Worship Assistant: Judy Lundeen 
                                jlundeen69@gmail.com 

LENTEN  
SUPPERS &  
SERVICES 

March 4, 11, 18, 25; 
April1 

Suppers  5:30 p.m. 

Services 7 p.m. 
 

Confirmation during Lent 

6—6:45 p.m.  

No Confirmation on March 11 
(Spring Break) 

VOTERS’ MEETING 
TO DISCUSS PARSONAGE 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 
ONE 9 a.m. SERVICE 

MEETING AFTER THE SERVICE 



  

 

 
 
 

 
Have you ever done something embarrassing and found yourself quickly looking around to see if anyone 
noticed? As an avid coffee drinker I have gotten more than a couple of coffee stains on my clothes 
through the years and to this day I cringe every time it happens. It’s not that the coffee stain is hard to 
get out of a shirt—it’s actually very easy—the hard part is the embarrassment. For the rest of the day the 
big coffee stain will loudly proclaim to every person I talk to that I was careless with my coffee cup. 
 
Given how uncomfortable a coffee stain in a shirt can make us, is it any wonder that confessing our sins 
can seem unbearable? It’s bad enough to have a coffee stain on you, but it’s even worse to admit to 
having the stain of sin on you. You know you need to go and apologize to someone, you know you need 
to ask their forgiveness, but sometimes the thought of walking up to someone and confessing you did 
something wrong can seem like torture. Even in the church, the idea of confessing our sins can be  
unnerving. We don’t mind speaking a broad, general confession of sins like we do at the start of each 
church service, but how many of us would be willing to list the specific sins we are confessing to the  
person sitting next to us? The very idea seems mortifying.  
 
Yet, our fear of admitting our sins to someone means we often miss out on the consolation of being  
reassured that even those sins we are the most ashamed of are also forgiven. In James 5:16 we read, 
“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.” When 
sin is weighing us down, it can be incredibly relieving to confess it to another person so we no longer 
have to carry that sin alone and can receive prayer support for both healing and strength. This is why the 
Church has historically practiced individual confession and absolution. In John 20:23 Jesus says, “If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” What 
a joy and relief to be able to tell another person a specific sin, to hear that person tell you that you are 
forgiven, and to know that this forgiveness is God’s forgiveness! 
 
The idea of individual confession and absolution can often strike us as being a Roman Catholic practice, 
but it is also a Lutheran one as well. Our hymnals contain a rite of Individual Confession and Absolution 
(p. 292) and, in the Rite of Ordination, pastors promise never to disclose sins confessed to them. Even 
the laws of Minnesota recognize and protect individual confession, granting unqualified confidentiality to 
anything spoken to a pastor during private, individual confession. Why do Lutherans continue to practice 
individual confession and absolution? Because, when sin is weighing you down, it’s good to know there 
is a safe place to go and name your sins so they no longer need be carried alone. Even better, individual 
confession also means there can be no mistaking to whom these words of Jesus are addressed:  
“I forgive you all your sins.” What a relief to know that Jesus’ forgiveness is for you! 

Pastor’s Letter 

March 2020 

 

February 2020 WOMEN OF JOY MEETING MINUTES 
February 11th at 9:30 a.m. 

Joy Lutheran Church Basement 
Present: Elaine Belsheim, Marilyn Benting, Gretchen Beecroft, JoAnn Hansen, Jody Dobe, Laurie Hoheisel,  
Sara Elmstrand, Gerri Westerberg, Iva Lou Fluegel, Carol Gibson 
 

Elaine led the Bible Study, “Why the Joy of the Lord is our Strength”, from the 2020 Winter Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly. 
 

President Sara opened the business meeting. 
 

The secretary’s minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 

The treasurer’s report has a balance of $2,518.16 as of today. Known bills have been paid and our four mission 
projects have been paid through June. The Kitchen fund remains at $1,288.00. 
 

Correspondence:  
A thank you note and monetary gift was received from the family of Ray Nordin for providing food and refresh-
ments after the funeral. A New Year’s greetings and a thank you note from Roger and Marilyn Reeck was also 
shared. 
 

Old business:  
Sara shared the Women of Joy annual report that was distributed at the church annual meeting. Thank you, Sara. 
 

New business:  
The Spring Rally will be held Saturday, April 25th at St. John’s in Rush City. More information will be forthcoming. 
After some discussion, a motion was made by Jody and seconded by Elaine to suspend further funding to CALMS 
effective immediately. MMSC. 
 

Sara asked for ideas regarding a mission project. It was decided to table the discussion and bring ideas to the 
group next month. The group decided to ask the congregation to participate in the Food Shelf Drive that occurs in 
March. We will collect non-perishable food items through March 22nd. A motion was made by Gretchen and se-
conded by Carol that the Women of Joy give $500.00 to the Food Shelf, also.  MMSC. 
 

The Women of Joy volunteered to serve the first evening meal of the Lenten season on Ash Wednesday,  
February 26th. We will serve casseroles, salads, breads and desserts. A sign-up sheet was passed around. 
 

An offering for MITES and the Women of Joy general fund were collected. 
 

The meeting closed with general prayers, prayers for loved ones and members, and the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Thank you to Elaine for leading the Bible Study and Iva Lou for serving refreshments. 
 

Next meeting: Tuesday, March 10th at 9:30 a.m.  Hostesses will be Gerri Westerberg and Elaine Belsheim 
 

Carol Gibson, Secretary 


