
  

 

January Birthdays 
  2 Graham Anderson 
  4 Greg Thompson 
  7 Jeff Lillemoen 
  9 Jim Long 
11 Kyle McDonald 
11 Kristina Woehnker 
15 Gary Steffenson 
29 Laurie Hoheisel 
29 Phyllis Koosman 
30 Jason Stamm 

January Anniversaries 
We have no anniversaries on 

record for January.  

Our apologies if we missed 
you—and Happy Anniversary! 

Please inform Denice of any additions  

or corrections. Thank you! 

ATTENDANCE 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

December 5 28 52 

December 12 33 80 

December 19 27 48 

December 26 21 39 

LISTEN TO THE LUTHERAN HOUR  

WCCO 830AM Radio  Sundays  6:05 a.m. 
XM Satellite Radio  XM170 Family Talk 
                                    Sundays at Noon 

Internet: www.lutheranhour.org or  
                www.lutheranhour.org/AFN 

 

January 2   
"Gospel Power for Personal Patience" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
No one likes to wait! Hear God's promises for im-
patient people. (Luke 2:40-52) 
 
January 9  "Facing Rejection" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
How does one deal with rejection? Push through 
it? Rise above it? Or start over? (Luke 3:1-22) 
 
January 16  "Hazed and Confused" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
God is against our pride because He wants to give 
Himself to us. (Luke 4:1-37) 
 
January 23 
"Caught"  Luke 4:38—5:16 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
 
January 30 
"TBD" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Sunday 
Offerings 

December 2021 

Envelopes + Basket *42,645.60 

*Includes two 

large one-time 

contributions 

Expenses 16,961.82 

(+over/-under) +25,683.78 

$1333.33 of each month’s general fund offering is 
sent to the MN North District for our mission pledge.  

January 2022 

 

Joyful Noise 
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Joy Lutheran Church 
1155 Joy Circle  
Cambridge, Minnesota  55008 
763-689-4355 
ptl4joy@yahoo.com 
 

Website: www.joylutheran.net 
 

Church office hours: M—F  
8:15 a.m.—3:45 p.m.  
(Closed Noon—1 p.m.) 
 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Lewis 
                dan.j.lewis@gmail.com 
 651-786-9523 
 

Director of Music: Judy Lundeen 

Please go to joylutheran.net  
to watch worship services online. 

Weekly bulletins & monthly newsletters 
are also posted on the website. 

ANNUAL VOTERS’  
MEETING 
SUNDAY,  

JANUARY 23 
 

ONE 9 a.m.  
SERVICE 

Meeting after  
the service 

 
(Alternate Date: January 30) 

 
Please have team reports to  

Denice by Wednesday, January 19. 

SUNDAY,  
JANUARY 2 
ONE 9 a.m.  

SERVICE led by 
the Elders 

No Communion 
 

Pastor Daniel will 
be on vacation  

through  
January 3. 



  

 

Pastor’s Letter 

New year, new me. That is the mindset that many people adopt at the start of a new 
year. We make resolutions to exercise more, lose weight, get organized, learn a new 
skill or hobby, save more money, quit smoking, spend more time with family and 
friends, travel more, read more, and on and on and on. Most of these resolutions are 
made with good intentions. As one year draws to a close and another year begins, we 
pause to take a moment to reflect upon our lives—what went well over the past year, 
what we wish we could change, how we wish things were different or better—and 
then we resolve to work towards those goals.  

  

I don’t mean to be a downer, but would you be surprised to hear that most people 
don’t keep these resolutions? According to Forbes magazine, less than 25% of peo-
ple actually stay committed to working on their resolutions for longer than 30 days 
and only 8% of people actually accomplish their resolution (I will confess to you that I 
don’t think I have ever been in that 8%). There are many reasons why people fail to 
achieve their resolutions. For example, those who strive towards a positive outcome 
(e.g., I will eat healthy foods) generally do significantly better than those who strive to 
prevent a negative outcome, (e.g., I will avoid fatty foods). Nevertheless, the sad real-
ity is that most people who make New Year’s resolutions will not see them through. 
The goal of “new year, new me” quickly becomes the reality of “new year, same me.” 
Yet, there are a rare few that, despite the odds, will succeed in keeping their resolu-
tions, inspiring the rest of us to try to do the same year after year. 

  

Have you ever made a New Year’s resolution? What about a spiritual resolution? I 
can’t help but to wonder how many times we sin against someone, resolve to never 
commit that sin again, and then, before a new day has even begun, realize that we 
are indeed guilty of committing that sin yet again. The Apostle Peter certainly knew 
that feeling. In Luke 22:33 Peter resolves that he will remain faithful to Jesus no mat-
ter what the cost, saying: “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to 
death.” Jesus knows the truth and responds to Peter saying, “I tell you, Peter, the 
rooster will not crow this day until you deny three times that you know me.” What hap-
pens? Peter, despite his resolution, denies Jesus three times (Luke 22:45-62). The 
Apostle Paul also knows what it feels like to not be able to follow through on the spir-
itual change that he desires to make. He writes in Romans 7:15, “I do not understand 
my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.” Hearing 
about how even these pillars of the Christian faith couldn’t stop themselves from sin-
ning despite their best resolutions to do so is rather humbling. After all, if they couldn’t 
stop sinning, what chance do I have? How will I ever escape my old, sinful self? 

January 2022 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL  
We will resume our studies on January 9 and meet each Sunday at 9:15 a.m.  

Provide Denice in the office with your contact information if you are interested in  
joining us for some fun and learning!   

WALKER NEEDED  Ken and Sandy Wing think they loaned their  
walker to a Joy member. If you have it, please bring it to church or let 
them know you have it. Or, let then know if you have a walker they can 
borrow. Sandy is having knee surgery on January 20 and will need it for a 
few days after the surgery. 

If you have ever failed to keep your New Year’s resolution or ever wrestled with sin, 
then I have good news for you. When it comes to your spiritual life, you can truly be 
changed! In fact, the joy of our Christian faith is that God has already transformed 
you. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” If you are a Chris-
tian, then you don’t need to strive for, “new year, new me.” God has already made 
you a new creation. Those sins with which you wrestle? They no longer define you. 
Your identity is no longer in your guilt, shame, or failure. Rather, as Christians we 
have the good news that our identity is in Christ and that He has already made us a 
new creation by forgiving us our sins and making us children of God.  

  

If you decide to make a lifestyle change this coming year, I hope you are one of the 
rare people who is able to follow through on their resolutions. It’s an admirable goal 
to aim for a healthier lifestyle and we should all pause from time to time to reevaluate 
our priorities. Yet, even if you do choose to make a resolution this year, I hope you 
remember that you are already a new creation because you are in Christ. And if you, 
like me, choose not to make a New Year’s resolution this year (because let’s be hon-
est, I am going to eat that cookie), then I hope you also remember that you are a 
new creation in Christ. This is God’s gift to you, and you don’t even need to make a 
resolution. After all, our Christian faith isn’t about what we do or don’t do; our Chris-
tian faith is about what our God has already done for us.  

  


