
  

 

December Birthdays 
10 Georgiann Jensen-Bohn 
15 Jordyn Kusske 
19 Kristina Holmes 
20 Kailee McDonald 
23 Warren Kamps 
29 Paul Elmstrand 
30 Thomas Holmes 
31 Travis Magaard 

December Anniversaries 
We have no anniversaries on 

record for December.  
Our apologies if we missed 

you—and Happy Anniversary! 

Please inform Denice of any additions  

or corrections. Thank you! 

ATTENDANCE 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

October 31 23 63 

November 7 29 65 

November 14 26 61 

November 21 23 64 

November 28 30 86 

LISTEN TO THE LUTHERAN HOUR  

WCCO 830AM Radio  Sundays  6:05 a.m. 
XM Satellite Radio  XM170 Family Talk 
                                    Sundays at Noon 

Internet: www.lutheranhour.org or  
                www.lutheranhour.org/AFN 

 
 

December 5  "Because We Belong" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
The world tells us we must be useful in order to 
belong, but that's not how God sees us.  
(Luke 1:5-25) 
 
December 12  "When You're Expecting" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
The season of Advent is about living in the middle 
of a story that is still unfolding, between what is 
already and what is yet to come. (Luke 1:20-80) 
 
December 19  "Charlie Brown Christmas Tree" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
The drama surrounding the first airing of "The 
Charlie Brown Christmas Special" 56 years ago, 
against all odds, it gave viewers the true story of 
Christmas and doomed aluminum Christmas trees 
to near extinction. (Luke 2:1-15) 
 
December 26  "Rite of Passage" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler   
(Luke 2:21-40) 

Sunday 
Offerings 

October 28—
November 2021 

Envelopes + Basket 19,655.25 

Expenses 19,271.68 

(+over/-under) +383.57 

$1333.33 of each month’s general fund offering is 
sent to the MN North District for our mission pledge.  

December 2021 

 

Joyful Noise 

W
o

rs
h

ip
 S

c
h

e
d

u
le

 
8
 a

.m
. 
T

ra
d

it
io

n
a
l 
S

e
rv

ic
e

 
9

:1
5

 a
.m

. 
S

u
n

d
a

y
 S

c
h

o
o

l 
&

 B
ib

le
 C

la
s
s
 

1
0
:3

0
 a

.m
. 
C

o
n

te
m

p
o

ra
ry

 S
e
rv

ic
e

 

D
ec

em
b

er
 2

02
1 Inside: 

 From Pastor Lewis 
 Women of Joy Minutes 
 Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 December calendar 

Joy Lutheran Church 
1155 Joy Circle  
Cambridge, Minnesota  55008 
763-689-4355 
ptl4joy@yahoo.com 
 

Website: www.joylutheran.net 
 

Church office hours: M—F  
8:15 a.m.—3:45 p.m.  
(Closed Noon—1 p.m.) 
 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Lewis 
                dan.j.lewis@gmail.com 
 651-786-9523 
 

Director of Music: Judy Lundeen 

Please go to joylutheran.net  
to watch worship services online. 

Weekly bulletins & monthly newsletters 
are also posted on the website. 

WEDNESDAY ADVENT SERVICES 
December 1, 8 & 15 

7 p.m. 
No Advent Service or Confirmation on December 22 

 

FRIDAY,  
DECEMBER 24   
CANDLELIGHT  

SERVICES   
4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

 

SATURDAY,  
DECEMBER 25   

No Service 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26   
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 at 4:00 p.m.  
“BONFIRE AT BETHLEHEM!”  

Bring a flashlight and a chair to join us 
for some carol singing and cocoa 

around the fire! Costumed performers 
will provide a short, live performance  

of the very First Christmas.   

CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
is finishing up a study 
on the Lord’s Prayer 
and will be taking a 

break December 19, 
26 & January 2.  

We will resume our 
studies on January 9 

and meet each  
Sunday at 9:15 a.m.  
Provide Denice in the 

office with your  
contact information if 
you are interested in  
joining us for some 
fun and learning!   



  

 

Pastor’s Letter 

I have been a huge fan of the Peanuts comic strip ever since I was a young child. Instead of a teddy bear, I 
had a Snoopy stuffed animal I carried around with me. My bedroom bookshelves were packed with about 
every Peanuts comic book imaginable. When “Peanuts on Parade” brought my favorite Peanuts characters 
to Saint Paul, I dragged my mom around town so I could get pictures with (nearly) all of them. I even did a 
report on Charles Schulz, the author of Peanuts, for a class in Middle School. To this day, I still love all 
things Peanuts and, given my love of Peanuts, it’s probably no surprise that one of my favorite Christmas 
movies is the 1965 movie A Charlie Brown Christmas.  
 
A Charlie Brown Christmas is a classic Christmas movie. It was so well received that a year after it came out 
it won a Peabody award and an Emmy for Outstanding Christmas Programming. To this day, A Charlie 
Brown Christmas remains a Christmas favorite and, though it has been 56 years since it first aired, you can 
still find on TV each year in December.  
 
While there are many iconic scenes in A Charlie Brown Christmas, Linus has perhaps the most famous one. 
At one point an exasperated Charlie Brown declares, “Everything I do turns into a disaster. I guess I don’t 
really know what Christmas is all about. Isn’t there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?” It’s at 
this point that Linus steals the show. Linus responds to Charlie Brown, “Sure, Charlie Brown, I can tell you 
what Christmas is all about.” Linus steps into the center of the stage, calls for a spotlight, and steps into TV 
history. There, for Charlie Brown and for all who tuned into watch this TV special to hear, Linus declares the 
true meaning of Christmas saying:  
 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this [shall be] a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a  
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men (Luke 2:8-14).  
 
Linus then turns and says, “That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown. 
 
December is for many of us the busiest month of the year. There will be many things competing for your 
attention over the next month, from Christmas shopping to Christmas parties to family get-togethers. Howev-
er, amidst the busyness, my prayer for you is simply this: I pray you don’t forget what Christmas is all about. 
And, if you do, take 30 minutes and let Linus help you remember what is truly important (I’ll give you a hint—
as Charlie Brown learned, it’s not the Christmas tree).   

December 2021 

 

NOVEMBER 2021 WOMEN OF JOY MEETING MINUITES 
November 9th at 9:30 a.m. 

Joy Lutheran Church Basement 
 

Present:  Diane Althoff, Sara Elmstrand, Jody Dobe, Debbie Bray, Elaine Belsheim, Pat Magaard, Jan Elder, Gerri Westerberg,  
Carol Gibson 
 
Elaine led the Bible Study, “Merciful Care”, from the LWML Fall Quarterly. 
President Sara opened the business meeting. 
The secretary’s minutes were accepted as printed. 
The treasurer’s report has a current balance of $1,536.59. 
 
Old business:  A check for $100.00 has been sent to the Reecks (missionaries) as a retirement gift.   
The Mini Harvest Festival netted an income of $915.00.        
Ten bags of groceries were gathered for local food shelves.  The non-perishable goods were split and given to Family Pathways and the 
Isanti County Food Shelf at the Baptist Church.    
No one from our church was able to attend the LWML Fall Rally at Zion Lutheran Church in Crown on October 30th. 26 people were in  
attendance for the rally.  Sara did pick up the packet from the rally which had upcoming information. Joy will be in charge of the  
nominating committee for new officers to be elected at the Spring Rally, April 30th, at St. Stephen’s Church in Braham. Joy will also 
be host for the 2022 Fall Rally on October 29th.  
 
New business:  As indicated by our by-laws, 10% of our Harvest Festival fundraiser is to be given to missions.  It was decided to round up 
the amount to $100.00. A motion was made by Elaine and seconded by Jody to give our missionary family, the Heineys, an extra gift of 
$100.00 for Christmas. MMSC. 
Ideas for a new mission project were discussed. This missionary project would receive $25.00 monthly beginning with the first of the New 
Year. After much discussion, Carol made a motion that we select Missionary Johanna Heidorn as the recipient of those funds.  Johanna has 
been in the mission field part-time since 2017 and is going into mission work full time. She is a photographer, designer and communication 
outreach specialist through the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). Diane seconded the motion. MMSC.  More information will be 
posted on the bulletin board. 
 
Our Advent Brunch will be held on December 4th beginning at 9 a.m. Cost of the tickets is $8.00 and seating will be limited to 50 people 
because of the COVID19 pandemic restrictions. Mimi Boettcher and Sara Elmstrand are planning the continental breakfast.   Pati Kachel 
will be our guest speaker. See October’s minutes for details  At our brunch we have traditionally had a mission focus.  Carol shared infor-
mation from the Isanti County Christmas Project. It was decided to support the project by bringing unwrapped toys or having a basket  
available for a free will offering at the brunch, The congregation will be invited to participate, also. Unwrapped gifts from the congregation 
can be placed in the tote upstairs. Checks can be made out to Women of Joy and placed in the offering plates or given to our church secre-
tary, Denice. Please write “Isanti County Christmas Project” on the memo line. We will receive unwrapped toys and/or monetary gifts until 
December 4th.    
 
The Women of Joy are not committing to serving Advent suppers this year. 
 
Thank you to Debbie Bray for making new beautiful baptismal cloths. 
 
It is time for the election of officers for the 2022 year. A motion was made by Jody and seconded by Debbie to reinstate our officers for the 
coming year. MMSC. Sara will continue as president, Diane as treasurer, and Carol as secretary. 
 
A reminder: We will have our bake sales on November 21st and December 12th to raise funds for supporting our missionary commitment. 
An offering for MITES and the Women of Joy general fund was collected. 
The meeting closed with general prayers, prayers for loved ones/members and the Lord’s Prayer. 
Thank you to hosts, Diane and Jody, and to Elaine for leading the Bible Study. 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 11th at 9:30 am.  Host: Sara 
Carol Gibson, Secretary 


