April 2019

April Birthdays

LISTEN TO THE LUTHERAN HOUR

2 Suzy Sullivan
3 Coleton Derks
3 Mike Spanier
7 Frankie Moehnke
7 Barb Poundstone
8 Maria Horst
8 Kyle Kielty
12 Tabitha Kielty
13 Kyle Wing
14 Gavin Lillemoen
14 Richard Reichle
14 Carol Sabin
15 Don Magaard
15 Anika Spanier
17 Sandy Wing
18 Arnie Althoff
19 Bruce Bjorklund
19 Sophie Maikkula
21 John Avre
24 Kendra Holmes
24 Don Veidel
25 Casey Larson
29 Sheri Lundeen

WCCO 830AM Radio Sundays 6:05 a.m.
XM Satellite Radio XM170 Family Talk
Sundays at Noon
Internet: www.lutheranhour.org or
www.lutheranhour.org/AFN

April Anniversaries

We have no anniversaries on
record for April. Our apologies if
we missed you—and Happy
Anniversary!

Please inform Denice of any additions
or corrections. Thank you!
Sunday
Offerings

February

March–todate

Year-to-Date

Income

17,871.71

19,651.08

54,135.10

Expenses

20,301.04

28,822.08

70,998.32

(+over/-under)

-2429.33

-9171.00

-16,863.22

10% of each month’s offerings is sent to the
MN North District for our mission pledge.

April 28 "Disturbing Cognitive Dissonance"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Doubt is a normal part of our present human
experience. Only the presence of the risen Jesus will overcome it. (John 20:19-31)
ATTENDANCE

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Total

February 24

14

54

68

March 3

16

53

69

March 10

10

42

52

March 17

26

63

89

March 24

29

75

104

8:00 a.m. Traditional Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service

April 21 "Cross in the Garden"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
God is the true Gardener. He brought the soil of
His garden into His being to make a new creation. (John 19:30-20:18)

Worship Schedule

April 14 "He Loved Them to the End"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
We are people of diverse backgrounds drawn
together by Jesus. We want to share His life
with you. (John, chapters 13,18,19)

April 2019

April 7 "The Darkness Has Not Overcome It"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
God works through the darkness to overcome
the darkness. Even in history's darkest moment,
the light is still shining. (John 12:37-50)

Joyful Noise

Joy Lutheran Church
1155 Joy Circle
Cambridge, Minnesota 55008
763-689-4355
ptl4joy@yahoo.com
Website: www.joylutheran.net
Church office hours: M—F

7:30 a.m. - Noon & 1 – 4:30 p.m.

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Lewis
dan.j.lewis@gmail.com
651-786-9523

Worship Assistant: Judy Lundeen

jlundeen69@gmail.com
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April calendar
MN North District Prayer Calendar

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
April 14 Palm Sunday
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
April 18 Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. with Holy Communion
April 19 Good Friday
7 p.m. Tenebrae Service
(Service of Darkness)
APRIL 21 EASTER SUNDAY
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
No Sunday School or Bible Class
Breakfast served 9—10 a.m.

April 2019

MARCH 2019 WOMEN OF JOY MEETING MINUTES
Joy Lutheran Church Basement
Tuesday, March 19th, at 9:30 a.m.

Pastor’s Letter
Where Did the Desk Go?
If you’ve happened to peek into my office since the remodel, you’ll notice that something is missing: a desk. Several
you have noticed this missing piece of furniture (it’s not really missing—Denice is making good use of my old desk in the church
office) and more than a couple people have been rather surprised by its departure. So why the change in decor and why a newsletter article about it? Because, as surprising as it might seem, a desk—or lack thereof—says a lot about ministry.
After His resurrection, Jesus gave His disciples “The Great Commission” (Matthew 28:19-20). This commission has
two parts. The first part of the Great Commission is focused outward, to those outside of the faith community, with Jesus instructing His disciples to go and make disciples. The second part of the Great Commission is focused internally, to those who have
become Christians, with Jesus instructing the disciples to teach all that He has commanded. As a corporate group and as individuals we are still called and commissioned by Christ to do the same. So as a church we reach out and share the good news of
Christ with those who are outside our walls, but we also teach and instruct those who are found within our walls. Likewise, as
individuals we are called to share our faith with friends and neighbors, but we are also called to encourage our Christian brothers
and sisters and to pass along our faith to our children. As Christians we are called to both learn and grow and to go and share.
So why no desk? Because in our technological world I’m convinced spending 40+ hours a week sitting at a desk is not
the best way to accomplish the “go” part of the Great Commission. Before email and cell phones it was incredibly important for
pastors to be in their office and at their desk so people could reliably call and get ahold of them. However, we live in a day and
age where technology allows pastors to be reached anywhere and everywhere. At home, in the office, or on the road, the same
telephone number will instantly put you in touch with me, be it with a phone call or text message (reminder: that number can easily
be found on the front of the bulletin you receive each week). Personally, I think this is one of the best things that could have happened for pastors and for ministry.
Since pastors can now be reached anywhere, we are now “unchained” from our desk, able to spend more time focusing on the “go” part of the Great Commission. As much as I wish otherwise, people don’t typically just walk into Joy off the street
asking to speak with the pastor. In fact, in the two years I’ve been at Joy, I can’t think of a single time a non-Christian or nonchurched person walked in wanting to talk to me. However, because we don’t need to be at a desk for people to reach us anymore, pastors are now freed to go out and spend time in the public places where non-Christians and non-churched people spend
their time.
Speaking personally, this means I try to do a significant portion of my weekly work not hidden at a desk in an office but
in public, at coffee shops like Herman’s Bakery or Caribou. Many of the things I would do in my office each week can be done just
as well on a computer in a public place, where I can talk and interact with people who would never think to step foot into Joy. To
help people know who I am, I often do this wearing either my clerical collar or, as is more common, one of the shirts I have with
Joy’s logo and my name on it.
Does being out in public lead to conversations with people? Definitely. About a year ago I stepped into Herman’s Bakery wearing a clerical collar. With my schedule that day I only had a short 45 minutes to be there, but in that 45 minutes I had
three people come up and talk to me, asking what church I was from or a question about Scripture. That never would have happened if I had spent those 45 minutes at my desk in my office.
So if you look into my office these days you won’t find a desk, but just a table that’s easy to meet around. You can still
often find me in there, open books scattered across the tabletop or lost in conversation with the person sitting across from me, but
you are also likely to find me working on a sermon somewhere in town, talking to the person sitting next to me about their kids or
chatting with the barista about the rough day they’re having. I don’t know what the Spirit will do with those passing conversations
or the hellos shared with people who gradually become familiar faces, but I do know they’re opportunities for God to work that
wouldn’t exist if I stayed behind my desk all day; they only happen when we intentionally take the time to “go.”

Present: Marilyn Benting, Diane Althoff, Elaine Belsheim, Jody Dobe, Pat Magaard, Sara Elmstrand,
Laurie Hoheisel, Mary Avre, Marlys Moline, JoAnn Hansen and Konnie O’Neil
Elaine led the Bible study, “Nameless Women of the Bible” from the Spring LWML Quarterly.
Sara opened the business meeting.
The secretary’s minutes were approved as read.
The treasurer’s report showed a balance of $1456.36. Proceeds from February 3rd Bake Sale $233.00, Ash
Wednesday supper $111.00, Mites $68.25 and general offering $37.00.
Old Business:
 Next bake sale April 7. Please bring assorted breads.
 Marilyn has purchased a fatigue mat for in front of the dishwasher. It does not appear to be a fall hazard.
Discussion to purchase another one for in front of the dual sinks. Marilyn made the motion, seconded by Pat.
MMC.
 Pat donated a step stool for the kitchen. The step stool should make it safer for members to remove items
from top shelves.
 Discussion of dissatisfaction with streaked appearance of the kitchen countertop after just a few months of
use. Matter will be discussed with building committee.
New Business:
 Spring Rally will be May 4, 2019 at 9 a.m. at Lord of the Lakes Lutheran Church, Forest Lake. The ingathering
will be canned food or polar fleece fabric which will be taken to the LCMS Youth Gathering in MPLS this summer to be made into hats for the needy. Marilyn mentioned there may be some polar fleece with the quilting
fabrics. Whether to donate canned food or fabric was tabled until April meeting.
 Pastor Gillard will be our speaker at our April 9th meeting.
 Diane Althoff shared information from Shalom Shop Annual Meeting: $562,000.00 distributed to various
churches and charities, $50,000.00 designated for roof or furnace repairs or maintenance.
Meeting closed with the LWML pledge and the Lord’s Prayer. Offerings for MITES and Women of Joy general fund
collected.
Thank you to Elaine for leading the Bible study and to Konnie for providing refreshments.
Next Meeting: April 9, 2019 with Carol Gibson serving.
Respectfully Submitted,
Konnie O’Neil, acting secretary

